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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 " Sln^li t0 - the ^!T age 'J h !? op, . nton has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. nv**»*nt 

D I h nn,S° n h , fl s been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
(unde?Rules 1? ?3 and ^AW** * trans,ation furnished for the purpos es of international search 9 

2 ' ^L r !on!'l t ^ any , nuc, ^ tide and/0 u amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' D Li! h d J ti0n f '■■ ,n H the . case n ? ore than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 
^S^SSZ^S^S 9 req r' red statem e"te that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is dentical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. 11 Priority 



I he validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searchinq Authority 

»l Q "V? pOS fi SS J on a . copy °! the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
SSSinn S f° n ? f tn at earher application This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 436/s.l and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2 ' D IS? h 0 i )lni ? n h f- b een established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
fiil^T f °H nd IT"? (Ru eS 43bisA and 64 - 1 >- Thus forthe P^POses of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(i) with regard to noveltv inventive steo or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting sugh statement P 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3 5-1719-22 




No: 


Claims 


1 2418 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3 5-1719-22 




No: 


Claims 


1 2418 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-22 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



see separate sheet 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2005/018012 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(H) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The following document is mentioned for the first time in this written opinion; the 
numbering will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure : 

D1 : US-B1 -6 497 787 (GEEL PAUL ADRIAAN) 24 December 2002 (2002-1 2-24) 
Novelty : 

In dependent claims 1 and 18 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independent claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 3(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses (see examples) an impregnated nonwoven fibrous veil containing 
a pre-binder and reinforcing fibres which can be glass fibres or ceramic fibres, said veil 
being impregnated with a composition containing 30% of a binder and 70% of expandable 
microspheres. Said microspheres are fillers. The subject-matter of independent claim 1 is 
therefore not new (Article 33(2)) PCT). 

The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of independent claim 
1 8, which therefore is also considered not new. 



Dependent claims 2 and A 

The product which is the subject-matter of claim 1 is the same as the one disclosed in D1 . 
Therefore, it has the same properties in terms of porosity and compressibility, even if the 
values of said parameters are not mentioned in D1 . Hence the subject-matter of 
dependent claims 2 and 4 is not new (Article 33(2)) PCT). 



Inventive step : 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2005/018012 

The subject-matter of claims 1 , 2, 4 and 1 8 being not new does not meet the requirements 
of Article 33(3) PCT regarding inventive step. 



Industrial applicability : 

The subject-matter of claims 1-22 is considered to meet the requirements of Article 33(4) 
PCT. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

The independent claims have not been cast in the two-part form, with those features which 
in combination are part of the prior art (see document D1) being placed in the preamble. 
Hence, the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT are not met.. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1) The use of "about" throughout the claims is unclear and renders it impossible to properly 
determine the subject matter for which the protection is sought. Thus the clarity 
requirements of Article 6 PCT are not met. 

2 ) There are various ways of measuring the air porosity of a fibrous veil, said various ways 
leading to results which are not comparable. Therefore the subject-matter of claim 2 is not 
clear (Article 6 PCT). 
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